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i mpl ement ati oWwalolfeyt hleTIJiSutrategy inclu@ed ir
Agreement" code SMI'S 320647, financin cont
| | NO®BUCTI ON
Jiu Val Ireeyg,i on | ocated in the southern part of
area withdendtitrogonghaped by its industrial trac
the decades, mining was the main pillar of ¢t
maj ority of the popul atubbhuaatd sehapaoget hef sbt
- ,r
_‘ " " ,‘«"
Petrila ’f' \4.""
® Aninoasa "
Hipeniy ’ Petrosam 7\)\R
Q o
9 Vulcan__ w"’)’
' Uricani “
Fiugeo.l: Territorial positioning of the |l ocalities th:
County
SourGeogl e Maps
Jiu Valley consists of six main |localities, ea
the r®giton)arhie | argest municipality in the are
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cultural centUei v eérosittiyn go ftwhhBiecdhr oplaamys a <cruci e

professional training of young people and in alf
Lupeni known for its mining tradition, but als
a mountain tourist destination with significa
the economic diversification of the area.

Vul ¢amanot her i mportant municipality, combines
moderni zation and economic di versification,

actiMetwiyaltagwn with a rich mining history, sta
for cultural and artistic promotion, i1including¢

former mining operations.
Urichocatthde i sweustther n part of the Jiu Valley,

compensates with its spectacul ar natur al l an
Mountains, offering opportunities for ecotour
Il n contrastt,heAnioncoaasiaa,y with the | owest popul a
of the first where mining activitychamkeenhgeas
related to depopul ati on and | ack of economi
strategies for revitalization. These six | ocal
common chall enges but also distinctheoppartteni 1
of an integrated and sustainable devel opment

The migration of yo
regions of Romani a
exacerbated t he a
phenomenon in the

same ti me, an incre
public and soci al <

Many jobs are now Icit
administration or
economic diversity.

Anot her reality of

underdevel opment o.f SourcADTI VJ

Auhor : VI ad Ur su
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n in the Jiu Va
n buti on t o t he
| essenti al for
w plants and ot.t
The |l ar ge i ndustri a
mi croregion, particu
coal extraction an
considered strategi
substantial state in
The economi c model
extractive i1 ndustry
the soci al Sstruct urhe
i nhabitants. The fif oo
housing to s ¢ h o ofilwa
devel oped according
mi ni ng .iBEdduucsattriyon an
training were focuse
required for mi ni ng
massi ve economic de
SuriceADTI VJ region on this indus
AumbrFerreira ADR V
The economic, soci al and environmental -develo
2030eppresents the strategic document designed
the I ntegrated Territorial Investments (I TIl) .
facilitated through: oper atd®al7al f ipmramgaiaans furnd
t he iMatal Recovery and Resilience Pl an, the J
European funding programs and mechani sms
This strategy was a
coherent and integr
sustainabl e develc o

mi cror,egconsidering

needs and challeng
ti me of drafting.

has been eskapitnagl
action directions,
changes and shifti
dynamics have incre
updat e, ensuring a
the current contex:t
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A key factor in the economic and socilalbodigvel
mar ketwhi ch has undergone significant transforn
from a-dmiminnag ed economy to one based on other i
in the structure of ylabour demand and suppl

These transformations kbaaél leeagrehsiaglucunpeamnsp leay e
rates, di fficulties in professional reconvers
amongsiagnificant portion of whhechactmpvaect gap udliar
economic perspectlinvetshiosf ctohret erxetg,i ocnonducti ng a

of the |l abour mar ket has become essential to ¢
influencing the economic and social devel opmen
Responding to this need, the Association for

Val |l ey, acting as t he governing body of t h
devel opment of a complex study. This study ai |
such atatistical data on employment and unempl
including perceptions, needs, and aspirations
Through this ininotatonmky tbeideamati iy current

outline viabl e solutions for t he economic r
i mprovement of the quality of. life for the re

P T B —

IThe study wi ||l

Ifoundati on for
Ireglonal strateg
future publ i c
Idevel opment init.i

| Thus, the study
current state

~

_‘—-_-__-
- # S #2Saan S T . . S s

||n iu Vall ey,
Ichallenges, opp
of intervention
IBased on stati
interviews with

| . .

and specialized
Iseeks to provi|
understanding of
economic dynami‘

formul at e recomnj
supporting econol
Iemplmae;nt g.r owt h

—--——————'-'—-
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| | METHODOLOGY AND A P PARNDAALCYHS ITH® R
PERSPECTI VE OF DI FFERENT SOCI AL CAT
MARKET

1 \

The analysis of the | abour market in the Jiu

how di fferent social categories perceive the ¢
|l ncantext mar-kedubyrpabttransition, the decl i
mi grati on, it i's essenti al to identify the

economic, and demographic groups

To ensure a comprehensive and bal anced per s
met hodol ogi cal approach, combining guantitat

guestionnaires) with qualitative) mMbtbhodsr at ayg
all ows not only the measur ement of gener al

subjective factors t hat influence profession
training, and barr.iers to accessing jobs

The methodology used ensures a rigorous and r
foundation for the development of public poli
tailored to.local realities

The study :integrates

b iy |
1.Statistical:data analy : \

'''''

Dat a from officiatlhesoNa

I nstitute of Statistics " :\

Empl oymendyt horciatti es,. an . AN
Through these sources, we observed trend
environmental factors., and perception f a

The statistical analysis revealed t haVMaltlheey evc
bet ween 2018 and 2024 reflects t-h@sadfécacmudmy
to a diverBermog@grdaphniec and | abour mar ket i ndi
decline in the active popul ation, whi ch has ¢
17.22% reduction in t.he number of empl oyees
Empl oyment indicators show a total decrease of
the unempl oyment rate haketfrloucanuiatneadi nstiaginn efd ca
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of -4 30, while cities such as Vulcan and4Ami noa:
reflecting the | ack .of economic alternatives
The seoccoonoomi ¢ i ndicators highlight the I mpact
Social inequalities afndelmlonivmagctcye | leavad eidn prreoaeesd
and depopulation, with negative effects on the
Anot her rel evant factor i s the dynamics of r
retirees has decreased by 52% between 2020 an
early retirements fr®mi ¢$ hlei gohlnii glgt $ ndhestagi ng
and the increasing dependence on soci al syste
economic integration of the workforce made r e
Regarding NEET (Not in Education, Empl oyment ,
a mi xed phenomenon: -2a0n2 3i, n cfroel ad soeweidn b0 2a2 s harp
44% inTBODQ4reduction does not necessarily sic¢
explained by migration, transition to the inf
statistics. The | ack of sustainable investmeni!
the Jley Vah an incomplete transition, . ampl i f
Ecomic diversification and attracting investr

| abour mar ket and preventing a sharp economic

The indicators of the | ocal economic structur
hosted 2,616 active companies, of which 32.68
8. 75% in manufacturi ngl,hiand odh.c’en% riann i ldomRd Ga s ¢
added value suggests an economy dependent on

few opportunities in innovative industries or
An increasingly frequent phenomenon in the Ji
dynamics of the business environment, I's the
registered office in this microregion, althou
ocarried out .Thistheenadrédas intensified follo
Transition Pl an, with many companies antici psé

registered office pnowvhdeldthewalwléeynw @owlodpeti
accessing funding dedicated to regions wunderg

However, the funding guidelines formulated w
criteria that ensure the actual conduct of el
and the mere |l ocation of the registereld offi
suppdhese conditions are intended to ensure t
real and sustainable impact on | ocal devel opm
Al t hough statistical data may indicat e an [
registered in the Jiu Valley, it I s important
|l ocally created jobs, investments actually m
genedate the region, in order to .assess the g
Asociatia pentru
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Regarding investment and employment indicator s
2021027, 26 projects have been contracted, wit
new jobs. This number is modest compared to t|
t hki gh unempl oyment . rate in the region

An i mportant component is vocational training
gualifying empl oyees I n emer ging fields such
manufacturing. However, the effectiveness of t
a bltla economic ecosystem capable of.integratin
Anot her essenti al i ndi catbocdlor Haman | Rdwellr o prmag |

(LHDIcGo mposi t e tihradi aeatfdrec tesd utchaa iloeyv e lisncadmhe, anc
the | evel of Local AdBethw&@dlatdnwdke tAKHDE si f Ut Re TJ
Val l ey increasediabm628a.06BWdil8agnngi aant iinmpr ov e

the quality of i fe. The hilLguhpee¢nti 12 2c5 @B s Umwie
(+97.42%), and VuleaonoveérbDaghb?®bgepe rdea@@20riled from t h
Howevemn,vetrrege LHDI i n 2018r e&felmeatdhnas nplpeerlsao vs t 1eOnlc, e
structural probl ems. E ¢ 0 nsourg gce satn dt hsaotc itahi si ngdric
due tecavery rodt Hers stetsan s us.t ainndaubsiter iparlo grreesstsr
mi gration, and job | osses have hiffmetedngcbdhae mi
ability to support investments and qualified

I ndi cators related to educmkme¢ibaeacianad WVbecat uanil
bet ween 2018 and 2024, suggesting a parti al a
mar k &b st vocational trai wian@quededr ecsupatrgehns

retail worker, manicurist), while qualificati
solar installation fitter) are underdevel oped,
and the creation.of sustainable jobs

Il n 2024, the Jiu Valley has four vocational 1
gualifications in digital skills, renewable ene
coverage for emArgimgopi fndastripe®gress is repre
Centre, |l aunched in 2023, which supports the en
renewabl e energy sources, aimed at retraining t
|l ndi cators regarding educational initiatives s
aCompetences fVNemtuheCWe)pebbgataensof acilitate tr
energy and digitalisation. However, the number
the region's .Addi aiowinag | peedgsograms such as ST
and CREFOP have a positive impact on the empl o
better alignment with the.THOemandshefandleydiavow
this study integrated both quantitative met hods
applied tattbe, papulwel | as qualitative method
groups with relevant st akkRiho|l cexedf apmr @« deh r
comprehensive picture of the | abour mar ket dyne
structural issues, recent tr.ends, and interven:
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Additionally, environmental degradation in th

decline of quality of |ife and t he Arldduwatgihon

mi ning industry specific to the Jiu Valley's

reduction in production camac20t2i3es fionurr entiennitr
[

remai ned: alcitMeszeeni Mining Operation, Vulcan, |
t hkunedoara Enelrgy Compl ex

The persistent pollution of air, wat er, and
activities, is the main cause ofintrlespldirat¥dalyl e
A | ow lernvwilr confment al guality directly contri bl
productivity and the working.capacity of the
Talb@o.1: Maps of the main pollution sources at the | evi

Jiu Valley

The hi gh preval ence of occupational di sease
especially among for mer mi ner s, i mits t hei
structural unemployment rates amar siontemntbup d® ne
IAnnual report on the state of the environment: in Hunedoara C

https:// apmhd. angppmualodIr apoarte
2Pol lution in the Jiu Valley-Narcadlicttsa ORM&GHMMEL i lomg .avédid.abArgalt
https://www. agir.ro/buletine/204. pdf
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The closure of mines and the | ack of effectiv
these issues, deeply affecting the | abour mar
Life expectancy at 65 in
reflects the profound i m
of the population and tF
guality Lafoenhi fé14. 85 vye
(14.68 years) record the
severe effects of exposu P~
and poor wor kHinghcpmaemat u A B AR
is exacerbated by the SourcADT! VJ
alternatives and | imited Aulbr: Dan Gavr
2.Qualitativie research

C Sensitructured i nrteeprve seewt

of |l ocal public authori

and NGOs
To achieve the study's objectives, a sample of
i nt erviiheese respondents were selected to repre
the one obtained through the application of
focus groups, and therefore, the foll owing 3
|l ocal employers, representatives of the, publ i
relevant at the national | evel with involveme
Thus, bet ween October 2024 and February 2025,
the following |l ocal stakeholder:s, who designa
m l10public institutions

University of
Petr o)

The City Hall
of Lupeni
Municipality

The City Hall
of Petr
Municipality

The City Hall
of Uricani
Town
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Asociatia pentru %
Integrata Valea Jiului

Romanian
Association for
Wind Energy
(RWEA

Apa Serv Valea
Jiului S.A

The City Hall
of Vulcan
Municipality

The City Hall
of Aninoasa
Town

The City Hall
of Petrila Town
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i ations and NGOs

Bankwatch
Organization

Greenpeace

Society Organization

| ccooaripani es

SC wind Power Diacom
SRL Prestcom SRL

The organised inservcewsewerwhsemi all owed for t
to -pseablished queptowindi, ngvhi he mrReéspPondent wit
el aborate on elements considered essenti al i n
Val.l Byi s format facilitated the identificatio
statements of | ocal actor s, providing a compt
i ssues and economic .dynamics in the region

nMagnrya trieosni:dent s

KEY | DEAS EME

C Seasonal wor k abroad f
l'ive in the Jiu Val Il @ayp,0uirnfmaue&kredi.ng t
CLack of qual ivbucgtpeaple and retired
professional retraining or accept | ow
C Misalignment between educational ofTle
public education system does not adegq

Asociatia pentru
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| ocal | abour mar ket . There is a | ack
economic sectors or areas with develo
vocational training is often theoret

pl acememnmt $ abora@ati on with employers.

C Tourism as Bhesodavélompment of tourism
requires significant investments in i
considered that it does not bring su
perspective.

Clmpact of the JuShe Tpanseptoon that
process was poorly implemented and di

CLocal i ni tTihaet ievxeisst ence of successful
but also the Il imitations in expanding
C Discrepancy bet ween | abowur Ladeanandé mm@min
di fficulties in finding qualified st:
cannot find jobs that match their ski

C Dependence on the pablyiceseédeoats ar ¢
i nstitutions or receive social Dbenef]i
the private sector.

C Lack of investment i n: aAltterowagh vteh d rned
di versify the economy, i nvest ment s [
maintains a high dependence on declin

POSI TI VE ASPEC
LABOUR MARKE

C Availability of European funds for de
C Emerging collaborations with universi
C Efforts of | ocal organiermagageame ntto asn
devel opment .

C There is a growing interest in develo
renewabl e energy, which <could <create
traditional iindustries.

Asociatia pentru
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B
C Continuous daecctliivnee poofp utlhaet i on due t o mi
C Lack of resources and fiscal predictab
C Dependence on soci al benefits, which ¢
mar ket .
C Professional retraining programmes pe
theoretical content, l ack of al i gnmen
promotion, and | ow motivation among Vvu
C The economy remains heavily dependent
alternatives to create stable jobs.
C Low |l abour mobility and issues related
Clnadequac of the economic transition

y
popul ation's expectations and the mea
perception of the economic restructur.i

| DENTI FI ED N

C Relevant professional retraining and e
C Creati onaddegdliuggh jobs in growth secto
manufacturemgwalained energy.

C Modernisation of infrastructure and i m
C Tourism is seen as a potenti al directi
real added value, sustainable invest me
alsleason destination. It is essential t
and shi ft t-oovamd st yemrir st services and
cultural and gastronomic tourism, ecot
C Facilitating access to financing and c
SMEs .
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LABOUR MARKET
THE JI U VAL

Observati ons

Activeé Decreasing due t o mi gration at
Popul at empl oyment ratmratisomall oaw ¢ hage.
Mining is in rapid decline, <cregé
t o fill. Tourism has potenti al
Dominarc infrastructure and services.
Sector Entrepreneurship is in an early
initiatives facing barriers rel
availability of qualified human
Low qualification l evel . Acut e
Qualifi(c constructi on, el ectricians, pl ui
and Ski required for emer ging i ndustri e
retraining programmes.
Predominantly | ow wages, season
Type of C Hi eeddedl ue jobs are opp&ingni @i
empl oyment are in the public sec
Young Pe Many young peopl.e choose to | ea
the Lab¢ attractive sallarlles. T_hose who_
Mar k et wages or participate in retrain
ineffective or not suited to the
Labour NC Reduced due to inadequate transp

KEYWORDS

Mi grati on, soci al benefits, | ow wag
entrepreneur ship, infrastructure, Just
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OTHER TRENDS N
RESULT OF THE

C Focus groups wi t h key <categori es,
Empl oyment, or Training), economical
t h@mi ning sector, students, | ocal emp

Focus gr cewpsenarl al i n qual ipraa
detail ed peospegterrcepti ons, a
experiehcebhe participants.

tbend wctuesd grnweodudpnstaawvt el evige
md o ereatainan band anrced

I n the research,
parti c,i pamd st he neutr al
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of opiniThns ompbéements quant, tkaeeisnsge nme tah o dsor
formul ation of policies and interventions tai

The analysis of the results obtaine
empl oyer s

The focus group took
Vul can City Hall , i
2024, bet ween 10:

o

he event was attended by 17
o |

T
00 f | ows
U0 4 pedphe organi zers, Synesi
0 2 pedpépresentatives of | oc
0 11 pedrpelpaesentatives of t he

The focus group organised with emplseydres forfor

systemic issues and specific opporburrtngssbpban
economic, educational , and cul tur al aspect s
comprehensaofvet we easvhal |l enges related to workfor
as wel Ineaesd tthoe devel op integrated strategic in

Dezvoltarea Teritorial

Integrata Valea Jiului
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The main challenges faced by employers:that

massi ve mi gwatrkéwor od drhee

C Qualified young people aore I @a
or abroad, influenced by muorne:
shaped by families whose membe

the cauntry

Théow | evel of education and th
2. C Many young people have only co
which significantly | imits the
C Dual and vocational educati on

perf or mance and h

i gh dropout
bet ween companies an
f

d educatio

a real retention o graduates
C The University of Petrojani at
but most | eave after graduatic
opportunities in other cities

di screpancy between the pub
C Access to jobs in the public s
by personal rel attn amsmampesntanmr
l i mits the real chances for yol
Cln the private sector, althoug
conditions are difficult, and
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perform tasks beyond t heir
demotivating professional envi

of investments and
C Few large investors are prese.]

economic development and the di

C The Il ack of an expressway <con
economic centresegindtensiifs elsat
attractiveness for. external I n
Solutions needed for the recove

\‘I'I
iy - NIl nvest ments in education and Vv
’ A NCreation of attractive economi

NI mprovement of infrastructure

NReduction of discrepancies bet"
Thus, i emerged that employers in the Jiu Val

t
driven by youthgmiagraican) ohackuatompetitive w
and the absence ofAlnmahoourg hi ntvhees trmeegnitesn has si gn

cul tural potential, It remains underexploited.
me asur erse eared , including reforms in education,
infrastructure, and increasing transparency in

B ¢ e

'h]'n\ M

|
¥

o !
S
\«x‘\ 1]

W | ’nt\\\'.‘.'.“'}‘,";‘!u"n'

| -

H\‘M

Asociatia pentru
Dezvoltarea Teritoriala 18
Integrata Valea Jiului




Cofinantat de
Uniunea Europeana

PLANURILE DEVIN REALITATE

ysis of the results obtaine
student s

The eveatt evmdSgdgebypl &, distrilk

O o dpeombegani sers from Synesi s
-

YU
A

[ 12 peosptledents from the Uni v
"H from the bachel or's and doct «

The focus group organised with the students o

a series of key issues affecting their educat
analysis focused on aspects related tetinfrasc
di scri minati oere,coanmodnitche osnaddita oons in the Jiu V
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chall enges faced by students :that

I nfrastructure and

C Deficient pubThe ltaalhspforspeci ¢
high private transport far-esi g
di scount s, and-t axireguhadulneasi
education

C High rentRéntcoshsPetro)ani i s -
room apartment), and the defi
option of living in nearby towl

Educational issues and academic

CLack of visUmbivergygi oy aShoaerree tcroom
do not recognise the degree as
affects integration into the |

Labour mar ket i ssues

CLimited job o©Mopsotr tauwnaiitliaebsl e pos
wor(kwai t er s, retail workers), a
poorly paid

C Unattracti 9Engiadeaariiesg graduat e
hired on minimum wage, which 1| €

Limited economic opportunities

~

C Avail abdS&kij alosni t ors, tour guid
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Necessary:solutions

NI mprovement of infrastructure
Nl ncrease in visibilitUniardsatttyr
NDevel opment of internship and e

NIl ncentives for retaining young

- Offering benefit packages for

or financial sulppoirnmedor start.i
- Expanding the job ofpairdihi gqguas

S group with the students of the Uni ve
ect not only the educational process |
t transport, high |living cost s, di scri
ty, and the | imited job offer are majol
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of the resul ts

The focus group t-Wokkphagct6E
Typography i WNi Retl racey 8BMil ,c eX
12th February 2025, betwee

.ﬁ‘o..g. The event was attended by 14

Oﬂ
dpeoPBgnesi s Partners organi s
I1INEETs youth

The workshop dedicated to NEETs (Not in Education, Employment, or Training) youth in
the Jiu Valley highlighted a series of major obstacles hindering their integration into the
labour market. Many of the young participants were unaware of local initiatives ~ supporting
territorial development and access to funding, such as those managed by the Jiu Valley

Integrated Territorial Development Association . Thi s | ack of i nformati on

the perpetuation of a Vvicious cycnloet orfecienaet

gui dance and fail to access the opportunities
Asociatia pentru
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onal barriers to
C Deficient pubdHighttamasgport co
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opportunities
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to motivapteopyeung stay in the
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The workshop dedicated to NEETs (Not in Educat
Jiu Valley highlighted multiple obstacles hind
ranging from the | achk naft tjraabc ta pvpeo rtawgreist it eos deerfd
the absence of vocational training programs
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The analysis of the results obtaine
retirees from the mining
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The focus group-Wo
Typography in
on 13 February

ﬁ@g The event was att ednidsetdr ibbyu tle8d

@)
4indi vi douraglashi sers from Synesi
14 ndi viordaitail sed mi ner s

Former miners do not necessarily perceive the closure of the mines as a tragedy in itself
but rather as a failure of the authorities to implement effective economic reconversion
measures. They regretfully observe the destruction of mining infrastructure instead of its
reuse for other productive purposes. There is a belief that mining operations cou Id have
been transformed, either through the modernisation of extraction technologies or by
converting the mines into facilities for storing resources such as gas, oil, or water.

At the same ti me, many pensioners feel a deep
future. Many of them encourage their children to leave, believing that Jiu Valley can no
longer offer satisfactory employment opportunities.

One of the aspects that fuels former miners' scepticism towards the labour market is their
experience with cases of fraud and abuse by employers. Examples of workers who, after a
lifetime of labour, discovered that they did not qualify for the required years of service

for a pension due to administrative manipulations contribute to the widesprea d distrust in
the responsible institutions. This phenomenon has led many young people to seek economic
security in other regions or abroad .

Tourism is seen as a sector with potential, but it remains underdeveloped due to the lack of
adequate infrastructure: there are no schools for mountain guides, tourism infrastructure is
insufficient, and the lack of investment limits the growth prospects o f this sector.

Anot her aspect hi ghlighted by for mer mi ner s
producers (milk, cheese, eggs, meat). I n the :;
producers face difficulties in accessing the
deel oping afsbdoegcagriin the region and crea

Despite the closure of the mines, Jiu Valley has not become a less polluted place. On the

contrary, former miners have observed an increase in pollution due to the illegal burning of

waste, including second-hand clothes. This indicates not only the lack of an environmental
strategy but also a broader issue related to tF
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economic development. Furthermore, investments are heavily influenced by particular

interests, which discourages companies from operating in the area .
Maihhal |l enges

1- Econoimhmact of mine closures

C Lack of jobs ofbdeinvVestumendf t
a major economic crisis, wi t h
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3- etoaomic restructuring
C Absence of a coher endT hdee vreil oe r
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Pensioners believe that the mi
facilities for resource stor
extraction .technol ogi es
C Lack of trust i n OfCwhblriupti oat ia
transparency have generated a
administration, eingagemaagitngan
i nvest ment
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anal ysi s

The focus group tWokkphch

TypogrianphPyet r oyani , 2
on February 11, 2025,

ﬁog The event was attended by 17

Oﬂ
4 pedphe organisers, Synesis
13 inactive individual s

The focus group dedicated to inactive indivi
series of challenges that hinder their reinte
obstacles identified include the closumé of e:
opportunities in the public sector, the higt
empl oyer s, as well as the difficult working ¢
affect vulnerable groups, such as individuals
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people without professional experience, form
economic restructuring, as well as people wit

One of the biggest impediments to the
professional  reintegration  of  inactive

individuals is the disappearance of traditional

jobs, caused by the closure of factories and
plants. Fields such as mining, machinery
production, and the manufacturing industry

have been severely affected by this
phenomenon, which led to the early retirement

of many workers or their migration to the

informal economy .

Main chall enges

opportunit.

C The job offerespectcialitydf or in
education or th®&e aged over 4

C Employer requirements are ofte

str,i cett en dretvreyl positions, | i mi
without experience.

(

D

C The County Emp!l onamennty Aogfefnecrys |
and unskilled sectors, which a
broader categories of candidat

C The lack of a diversified indu

reduces economic and professio

Barriers to professional reint eq
C Early retirement alnidmirti gt e | p@
[ d u all asb omhro

empl oyment for indiuvi !
Clnformal work (undecl ariesdd ar maje
depriving employees of social ¢

heal t hcar e.

C Wages are unattractive and (womgk
temperatures, lack of Il unch bre
financial recognition).

C The absentchjeoodf tornai ni nd ipmiaotgsr aonpn
for retraining and reintegratio

| nfrastructure and Public Servi
C Poor publ i c etsrtanspsatvaaicleass! et 0]

|l ocaliti es.
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The case studies were conducted to gain a be
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as well as the specific characteristics of the

As part of the pr essetnak eshhoulddyer ¢ hwef e | 4 eolwa mmtge d (
for their selection provided bel ow
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Cont ext

The Jiu Val l eywunder gaoi ng qidaurspg adtal econ
significantly i mpacted by the decline o
and yout h.HmEligatarta ofhir o merxe plrnevseesntt sSRaln e X &
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(\\)\* Proposed solutions
|8
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V Adaptability and innovation are Vi
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Concl usi ons

Al t hough El ectro Pr ome x l nvest demon
regeneration through technology, the |
promotion of the region ilnwedtsmdermtes attr

The Jiu Valley holds untapped oppowutkmi
E I Dorado. 6

Case SEWH@TROMAX

Cont ext

The Jiu Valley is undergoing a difficul
mi ning aaondmitgeati on of the workforce. =
i ndustry can revitalise the region thr
empl oyment

Casdescription

= ) Active for over 25 year s, tr

';\_,""""4@ ' ighting systems for mining -¢
' - ‘\/('\ tech solutions for heliports,
) t o over 100 countries and [

beaconing systems.
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regionds negative public i mag

Many applicants have wo
with a stronger work et

“Al most al | of them ha"
seen how tdloinreg st haer e, a
with a better work et hi

However, young peopl e
i ndustri al career s.

(\\/s\* Proposed solutions
|8

Strategic iohbeeeli mpning factor
the Parojeni peweasit aplhamt ei enh
Educati onal PVACo d ateirsrhalpst r ai
mar ket needs.

Fi scal i dPSeiptpioves ng | ocal [
benefits.

Q’“\O Lessons | earned
(R4 S0

Adaptability and innovati omfamanetesstnt
publ i c policies, devel opment remai ns
economic i mpact t han-tteooumw iessmp,l ooyfnfeenrti.n g

~ /

~ .
‘Q Conclusions

ELECTROMAXshows that the right strategy can transform a declining region into a
competitive industrial hub. However, long -term success requires sustained investment,
applied education, and government support.
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Cont ext

The Jiu Valley i s facingi dgomighi cuamnetmpll a
Recruitment companies can play a key
supporting professional retraining

Case description

The recruitment company has
over 20 vyear g,hawi tll0 rmorcea |
country. Il n the Jiu Vall ey,
a year and a hal f. From the ¢
attract candidates from the J
in factori es Houwraitnegd d ou mteii egsh

- This working model was shaped
me 330 T using recruitment services.
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i nvest ment I n infrastructure and |Job

apartment prices have risen artificialdl
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C Analiza medi a

The objectives of the media analysis are to
community in the Jiu Valley and to analyse |
themes and trends.
Data sourcésociahchewsgpapers, radio and TV st at
wi t h a focus on the, passes$Rngmoobhsent c
(positivelnegative), target groups, and the
evaluated by summarising key findings and med
The Jiu Valley, once an emblematic industri a
i nterest i n both national and | ocal medi a,
platforms such as YouTube, TikTok, and Facebooa
Perceptions of the Jiunawgi hgyfaom haagamehvtvesds ¢
social decline caused by mine closures to emer
and professional retraining.
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Il n this context, we analyse how

deo pl(avofuoTrurbee) expose the ecc
a visual for mat ;
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The media analysis conducted as partiaoaf Vaheéeegt
examines the i mpact of mass media on the | oca
how it reflects the regionds challenges and i
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over the pastfiftrbormnreea -recnadiegs ndustry to economi
through tourism, green energy, and entreprene
Data has been <collected from national and |
platforms, and soci al media, selected based o
and economic devel opment. The analysis highl
cl osuanreds,economic diversification initiatives
periods of decline and more recent recovery e
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The Jiu Valley: A Chronicle
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attention.
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Neag and Petri

operations ceas
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aln 1999, the restructuring of -t
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Chronicle of

Ami dst these giants, cartooni st
had a vision. It all started wit
wall i n fr oftT hoef Ptehter isliat eMi ne fiasn (
thus, the phenomenon kwawnbasn' Pl

an awwairndni ng documentary film re

along with many young people fro
founded a foundation with the go
cultural space. 6
The cul tural project founded by
color to the J
Source: Romani
TII?.OZ'l t Jhi eu Vallelﬂzoza]present
eligible for f .
European Union’ Fut worrei ented changes and the
Mechani sm, ma
beginning of An inspirathogbaligbkpbng soci al a
regeneration prj in the Jiu Valley, showcasing th
Tin 2022 t he E indiyidualls act'i@/eﬂnmuminivy).l'ved in
Commi ssion appr Qutlined Tlhmagé:u VaII(.ay. i s er
of 0790 millionf transformation, .wh.ere _|n|t|at|ve
the Lonea, Lupel 9ym create a positive impact by «
Vul can mines, il project reflects an innovative 1
energy transiti promottihreg val ues of education ar
. community undergoing revitalisat:i
I At pres,entthe_re PerceptfPbentive, hi ghlighting the
_remarkable lnc significant changes to young pe
invol vement Of_ community with resources for den
entrepreneurs | conveys hope and progress, emphact
and economi ¢ invelment and intercultural coll a
supporting the
t hreegi on.
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aBefore 1989, the mining sector
than 1,000,000 people. We had bot
wor kers, -emred gyomi ning. The | atte
down.
The European Commission is calli
solutions to harness critical ma
of the future cannot function. o
their intention to reopenmndetchdiad empipt
zinc, l ead, telluri um, or graphi
technol ogy, and robotics industr
more complicated issue is that w
the metallurgy semioinghpfopduocts:
RomO©ni a, ténapbestch |
Source: YouTube.
The Shocking Testi monies of Mi ne
CNN (2®&22Jdocumentary report capt
miners in the Jiu Valley, facing
by the decline of the mining ind:
Qutlined iTmageiners are portraye
on the brink of survival, caught
activities and the | ack of real.i
PercepfNegative, emphasising dail
viable solutions, highlighting a
about the future
SRomOni a, teénapbiesch mnfierma®22n; avail able at

httops:

/'l www. youtube. com/ watch?v=ZsWHJwBxCag
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UITATE, MARTURIILE MINERILOR S, |
aMarius Hiciu has been
has worn him down, despite
Marius Hiciu: MMehé , stanope
for all my coll eagues, or
to retire from this job. Y
underground. gases, i nsu
anot heeal gevwhere would be to
Reporter: And what do you t
Marius Hiciu: Everyone keeps talk
that tourism alone canfiloet 'ssushteaisne
Reporter: But can you take a mir
work in tourism?
Marius Hiciu: No, no. At 45 year:
Become a ski instructor? No, bec
Back pain, pain in the hands, in
Dorian is only 24 years ol d, ha:
years, and has no chance of reti]
Dorian: 1 f it closes, 186l becom
outside the country.
Reporter: Why?
Dorian: The pay is better. 1t&s a
a good one The Valley” without mi
The Shocking Testimonies of Miner
(202
Source: YouTube
Economic and Edudaghotnght Regoman
for the Redevel opment of For mer
for Technological Education and F
"Robotic Valley" Initiativebo.
OQutlinedThenagreticle portrays the
transformation and adaptation, wt
rei magi netdeals érdghati onal hubs. T
reflects the vision of youngstpuedoe
wi t h access t o essenti al skill
sustainability, contributing to t
PercepPo®inti ve, emphasising progl
Val |l ey, as wel |l as the engageme
"The Shocking Testimonies of Miners dirnovne stthieg altiiu eVarlel peoyr,t Aau &
https:// www. youtube. com/ watch?v=Gi dVEyH3U9U
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devel opment . The message is opt
potenti al t o become a model of
education and technol ogy.
PRO-TV Q& =

rme fostele mine din V

Imperiul Leilor, 17 octombrie 2023. Cinci
tineri vor sa transforme fostele mine din
Valea Jiului cu proiectul ,,Robotics Valley”

Jiu

t he

aThe former mines of Val |l
for per spmafle amidonal devel opment,
Hub where each student has acce
programming, PR, and the environ
group of young people with five
roboteiacmss tin Hunedoara. 6
-l mperi ul Leilor, 17 October
transform the former mines of
Val l ey" pro
Sour ce:

The European Commi ssion Approved
the Closure of Coal Mi neda ni ni ntfhoer
artipaleesenting the approval of si

at managing the <«loonperte tafvef ani r en
Livezeni, and Vulcan).

OQutlinedThemageasure is depicted
aligning with the European Uni on

brings soci al and economic cha
dependent on the mining industry.
people want to transform t

project.
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The Jiu Valley: A Chronicle of Econgd

Perceptredomi nantly neutral, wi t
reflects both the need for moder.
the | ocal economy and the I|ives
l"(l POLITICA ACTUALITATE ECONOMIE EXTERNE SPORT TV MAGAZIN MAIMULTE v Q
Comisia Europeana a aprobat un ajutor de
stat de 790 milioane euro pentru inchiderea
minelor de carbune din Valea Jiului
oty ®®
aon Friday, the European Commi ss
rul es, a Bomaninae nt measur e W (
(approximately 3.9 billion 1|ei)
from the c¢l| ostroenpeeft iftdawre ol mi
(Lonea, Lupeni, Livezeni, and Vu
fromEuheopean Co®mmi ssion. ¢
-The European Commi ssion Apprc
for the Closure of Coa
Source:

Key Message

Al t hough the Jiu Valle str
vari ous nitiatives, t [

the | egacy of mining a
t he e

y
h
n
reopen mi nes ref|l C

e
d
t

[
c
h
| a ok confidence in current alternat
promote existing initiatives and nat
i n a narrative of perpetual crisis.

S

°The European Commission has approved state aid of 0790
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3. Quantitative Research ‘

A questionnaire was administe @/
434 respbndmntbe Jiu Valley, p
demographic and occupational ¢ el

The sample i s composetpobfebsesi bohl owiah ¢

O Empl oyed¢3 mef walrtld npea)r:t 84 pe
of the total respondent s)
me n ;

0O Unempl oyed: 7 people (1.6

2 men;

0O Student s: 38 pewxcdludi (Ng. 7262
16 men;

0 NEET youth (young peopl ¢
educati on, or training):
women and 1 man;

0 Ot her <categories 299 peo
retirees from the mihiom ¢
sectors, and 56 homemaker

This research method was essential for diagno
identifying possible solutions based on the
residents. By administering tHedagtuee sptiicotnunrae roef
social and economic dynami.cs in Jiu Valley wa

n which |l ocality is your reside

O

he analysis of respondent distribution acros
he demograpbnomiacadsi gni ficance of each area.
i ghest share of respondents (33.87%), as the
y Vul can (19. 59 %) and Lupeni (18. 43%) , bot |
eritage. Petcahia asahdw small er proportions, v
owest presence (3.23%), reflecting its demog
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Thi s distribution i's closely 1linked to the

mar k ed mi closures, migration, .a al |
@

The data collected on popul ation distri bt
predominance of ol der age categories. The majc
age bracketsagwdtheBWwe&a %55 and 64, and 18. 10

1.39% are between 16 and 18 years ol d, confir
and youth. migration

@

Analysing the distributioaviodenesploademn

perfect bal ance between the male popul

(50. 46 %) This demographic distribution

i n Romani a, where gender diafrfeema.mdaenali n
4 Last | evel of education compl ete

O

Analysing the data reg

respondents by highest

observed that the majc

compl eted secondary

reflecting a characte

with a strong industr.i

Val l ey. This situation

fact t hat t he | ocal

previously centered ar

rel ated i ndustnraines ,y pr

medi-ski | | ed wor kforce,

high schools and. vocat

On the other hand, the 2.53% of i ndi vidual s
l i mited presence of specialists with advance:
i mplications for the region's ability to attr
hihgg al-asiccded services. A concerning signal i's
percentage of individuals with primary or | ow
as the existence of a smal/l segment , al beit
e dutciaon (0. 92%) . These values suggest ri sks o
integrating I nto the l abour mar ket , especi al

transition.
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5.|n which field did you graduate?

@)

The distribution of respondents based on thei
of specialisations <correlated with the 1indus
per centraegceoridsed in the mining field (27.75%),
(22.54%) and the technical field (19.08%).

6.What i's your occupation?

o)

Analysing the occupational structure of the re:
observed, particularly those from the mining se
of respondents. This ptecent angaea cttroand ti itvinee iterixcbu d tc
the demographic and economic structure of the J
restructurings of recent decades. I n addition,
the overall percen®9%gehofghreghtrieerg thbe5d4gi ng n
and the high dependence on the pension system.
This economic reality is also supported by th
empl oydd meyl land 2 .-tli5% hjod kds ,pairntdi cating a | i mi
restricted opportunities for the active workfor
Additionally, the | ow number of entrepreneurs
respondents, reflects the Il ack of significant p
economic climate and the insuffi celeonpcnye notf osfu plpo

busi nesses

7.What are the reasons why

or wor k ?

O

Analysing the reasons whypoapusliagtniiofni ciasntt hsee ghiewn
involved in education or work, a series of st
influence participation in the | abour market . °
empl oyment pportunmiemité:SJniemi blye 28e §i58m of respo
once again onfirms the major economic constra
mi ning industry and the | ack of economic alte
avail able johbhsr.2%Siomi Iparltyi,cilp8ants indicated th
professional training as an obstacle to empl oy
retraining programmes and adaptation to. the rei
I n the same vein, 18. 50% of respondents ment.i
preventing them from getting a job or pursuing
wi despread sense of discouragement, canustehde by
reg. on
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ar your bi chall enges i
Analysing the main challenges faced by respon
of professional retraining, several factors s
economic opportunities in the Jiu Valley
The |imited availability of jobs (28:bla7s%)d, un

I
di scrimination (26.23%) are the main barriers
9.What type of work are you currentl
O

Anal ysipmgftethences of respondents regarding th

seeking, a clear trend towards fl exible emplo
alongside a significant number of i ndividual
i nterestedigin work

The highest percentage is recorded for "temp
responses, which may indicate either the need
respondent s’ reluct areaen teanpd mmmetntt d nl eaamg unce

cont.ext

A similar percentage, 28. 28 %, falls wunder th

respondents stated that they do not seek/ wish

hat confirms the disengagement trend of a poc
t

t
withagkéeng demographic structure of the regio

which sector

An analysis of respondents' di stribution basec
hi ghlights the i nfliuneducset roifalt hpeasiti.u Val l ey' s

40.88% of respondents previously worked in mir
sector. Commerce and retail account for 14.09%

Ot her sectors are weakly represented.

An i mportant insight from the analysis is the
stated they have either never worked or have n
empl oyment difficulties, a | ack of economic op
Additionally, undeclared work was mentioned, s
due to |l ow wages or the absence of formal empl
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ll1Have you benefited from any traini
5 years?

O

Anal ysing t he dat a

professional training
over t he past five vy
76. 39% of respondent ¢
from such programmes,

o f i nvol vement i n p
processes

121 f kgad whmat fi el he training
Analysing the fields in which professional tre
of respondents who benefited from such progra
observed, as well as an uneven distribution of

The hi ghest percent
focushdabhh and soci ¢
reflecting the high
this sector. Profess|
soci al fields, such

assistance, represent
empl oyment opportuni
wi shing to retrain.

Anot her i mportant cat e
t hose wh o attended
entrepreneurship and i
suggesting a growing
initiatives and devel o

However, considering
economic climate, t he
turning these skill s i
remain | i mited, nestpheec
policies supporting en

Theéourism and hospsealtiory waEBORMBOA)en by 17. 65
confirming a trend of reorientation towards a
Val.l ey
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Theenewabl e eneragu
promising, atn.rCa6i
participants, whic
' imted offer of
ield or a lack of
egarding the oppo
he

a
f
r N\
t energy transitij|

The "Other"™ category, which accounts for 31. 76
of gualifications such as occupational saf et
construction, mechanics, plumbing, security, I
otehr s .

Thi iversification suggests an attempt to a

s d
mar ket , but al so indicates that there Is no o
orts are .being directed

l13Have you worked inyble quiaéli d i e ?w

Analysing the effectiveness of professional t
participants' subsequent emp7Td®Yyabilihygsei whbs
a qualification programme have managed to wo
38.27% were unable to |l everage their new skil
This may 1indicate that certain training cour
economic realities of the Jiu Valley, being o
training providers rather than the actual nee

14I.n which fields of vocational trai

' 2
o new skill s~
Analysing the fields in which respondents woul
new skiviarsedadistribution of preferences i s
proportion of individuals who do not desire p
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The highest percentawre
(tour gui de, hospi't
servicwis)i22. 8504 resp: |
indicating this field
suggegtre®wang shi ft tow
sectowhich could serve
the region's tradition

ali saar enchaoadk.h3l@f
ndent st he edd @ewit n o
alandkilhles opportun
sector, whi c h, i n
and i s not stric
omic conditions.

Regarding mechanics and automation, 14.75% of
of interest, which can be explained by the re;q
retraining i ndividual s wh o previously wor ke
eml|l oyment opportunities in this sector depend
absorb the skilled workforce, which currently
The field of soci al services and assistance,
previously observed tjrebmsl,i actoaldi hngat e, who md

assistance are some of the most accessible fo
al so attractive due to the constant demand bo

can facilitate migftaymemtf omn WwWorchkhlosoempal ser
A percentage of 10. 37% of respondent s are i
technol ogi es, which shows a shift Howamds$ ytHfF
solutions. However, this sector i.s stil!/ not
An essenti al aspect that emerges from the col
people who do not wish to requalify or who st

prevent t hem fToomi ndporionvge spoar t ipcriopgartainomme si, N bseu
informati on for t he popul ati on and partners
i mmedi ately after course completion would be
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Analysing the respondents' perception of the
Jiu Valley, the results indicate a high | evel
mar ket situati on.

of al |l t he respondent s, 63.19% consider t he
unsatisfactory or very unsatisfactory, whi c
di fficulties and the |l ack of solid employment
O

The most frequently Inoe

salary levels in relat

identi fRéd63I¥H respond

perception suggests th

availabl e they do n (

remuner at

i on sufficier
standard of living. Lo
wor kforce, thus contri
ofmi gration to more dev

Anot her major factor of <concern is the |l ack
respondent s

The mi gration of t he
menti bywedd 4®6f% parti ci pe
t he mo st severe ef fe
problems of the | abou.r

Sursa: ADTI VJ

Autor : DragoRr D
The&t™her"™ cawhegbrwccounts for 0.72%, <contains
compl ement t he overall picture of t he |l abo
di scrimination against older individuals in t|
and irregul aoyéres compelmpdnce with salary ob
indicate addi tional dysfunctions, whi ch cont
unappealing professional environment for the
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17What do you think are the mdaivrl 9¢

boost job creation in the region?

Respondents identify mountain and adventure t
coul d stimul at e t he Jiwu Val |l ey ' s economy, d
recreational oppordeneltogisng Htolwiexy ers,ect or reqd
investment in infrastructure and tourism seryv
economic engine. Mining and natural resources
respondent s, ei t heruat homou i telxe scomigi oper at i ¢
conversion into renewable energy projects (1¢
dependent on investment and government suppor
(14. 75%) are percei viedataisore comlouti icomds ,vealsti Hou
not have a strong agricultural profil e. Entr e
(12.62%) could help reduce dependence on tr ac
di gital infrastructoalkl andt fandORECA Ada@dcttoro (
essential for tourism, though its success r el
and i mproving | acal infrastructure

)

18Have you noticed any changes

recent economic transition?

@)

A considerable 44.34% of respondents stated t1}
empl oyment opportunities, suggesting ei ther
economic measures or the fact itnhpaatc tt hoens et hhea vaet
popul ati on.

Respondent s’ perceptions reflect the reality
industries, where alternative employment optio
restructuring continue to be felt. fer tl mebromar e
mar ket has worsened, which may indicate a dec
deterioration in working conditions and wages.
Anot her key finding is that 35.14% of responde
Iabour mar ket has evolved, which may reflect e
ocal economic initiatives or a di smagkhegement
@ 19How do yo rate your ?access to heas

The assessment of the popul ationds perception
servicesrreéaealve dal ance between neuitmail catyi @

posssbitectural deficiencies in the | ocal heal
qguality of avail able medical services.

The | argest percentageS8cmd)smaemresrsd amt smedi c al S
to be "neither satisfachdinyanoearguméemgd!y difragc ttohr
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efficiency and accessibility of the healthcar
significant di frieediecnacle su rbiettsweéiem ptalra trieeggsi dm ac
specialised services, and individual patient
A sign3f@.ilcla%tof rexpradassat s wiftalct medi cd4125s @0 %W c e
"unsatisfactory"™ and 11.11% "very unsatisfact ol
Il n the absence of effective measures, di ssat
intensifying the migration of the population
facilities, whi ch woul d have a negative i mpa
susntaabii | ity of the region.

@ 20How do you rate your access to so0Gg
O

The evaluation of ac
i n t he Jiwu Val | e
predominantly neut
suggesti mg |eictkheaof \
these services or a
adapted t o t he rea
popul ation.

21. Howo u or ate your access to t
®)

Access to transport infrastructure needed to
the Jiu Valley is, ovesalkl sfpetoeyyetthasgheth
' imitations that affect a significant portion

travel to training programs?

40. 37% of respondents consider the transport

enabling their participation in such programm
However, a consider abh&4 .sihda@per eocsfs erde sap onneduet nrtasl
stating that access to transport is "neither

This may indicate the presence of significant
within the region, meaning that access to tra
and more difficult for others

@ 22What do you think should be i mprov
O

mar ket ?

The | argest shafil3éd . @éEd e 8 penthbetxstatrtnrad c tiinnvge st m
essenti al for job creation. Another key ©prior
vocational training opportunities, highlightec
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Transport infrastructure modernisation i s ment
chall enges are affecting access to professior
respondent s emphasise the i mportance of soci
sggesting that many job seekers or those wunde
guidance system to suppor.t their professional

The majority of responde &&
i mportance oafcciemsr otvoi negd
professionabk #&ar &ieryi nfgact

i ntegration into the | at
reflects the need ftoai ltar
| ocal economiensermlngieh
relevant skills .for expa
Closely |linked 4. BhtWwsobhshebipondienbrasi fying t

| abour mar ket by creating jobs siecttobrgreeant sm
a solution for the region's development.

A percent9age® % fof rempbadeaéest he diempdrotpa mge | ofc

infrastasscamressenti al prerequisite for attrard
Anot her i ntervention directlitoR O&omd i deersepdo nidrma
adapting the professional training offer to
mar ket

A percent d6de 6 1loA& respondents shueplpioeevtea ngt hdtoc
entrepr ensehuoruslhd ppe a priorityyorug@geastisngnd e
for |l ocal economic initiatives

@ 24What do you see as the biggest obg
O
The most frequently mdntmianedd jicobusitaafafd@rd, 71 B% t he

of respondemngthst i ghti ng t Bet rriecatleidt yl| aobfoua mar
empl oyment options are reduced .and concentrat
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Anot her major obstacle is the | ow | evel of we
mentioned by 27.44% of respoindlehi ght adachkhy ot 7.
another significant barrier to employment. 12.
necessary skills as a major obstacle to getti
cited by 11.59%, indicatd atbHat jiob mdrMfyrcsadgeas.t
characterised by precarious contracts, | ack of
environments

25|.f you could change one aspect of
3 what would it be?

The analysis of respc

changes in the | abour

reveals a series of mi

the region'"s economic

mo st frequently ment.

il ncreasing wages, cr

dlver5|fy|ng economic

I mproving wor ki ng whb

suggests the need for

to revitalise the are

@ 26How familiar are you wi t he

O

Thanal ysis of the Jiu Valley populationds f a
economic transition and regional development r
hi ghlighting the need for more effective inf
regiamg the regionds strategies and public poli
The | east familiar concept among respondents i
are not familiar with it at all, and 24.94% on
a | ow laewaele nefss.

A similar situation is observed for 1Tl Val ea
Val l ey) , a funding mechanism dedicated to the
are not familiar with the term, while 31.64°¢
suggesting insufficient visibility of this sur
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Regarding the concept of a Just Transition, wh
energy transition, 41.80% of respondents are c
superficially familiar with the term.

27HOW do you assess the future of
v e

i ?
5 perspect.i :
The perception of the residents of the Jiu Val
i's characteri zedpaesysiamihsing,h nhoesvtell iokfel y dri ven
area faces. The majority of respondents beli e
wi || be difficult (51.73%) or very difficult

the region' sr caobmel iittys tcouraoveent economic and soc

The dat a coll ec
responsibility for
o f t he Jiwu Val | ey
j ity of respon
I

maj or i
centrall oaald aut ho
pl ayed a decisive
devel opmeTnhti s sugg
that the region's -
on tWkei si ons and a
institutions.

Mo st res p(odndd.emmi esh i
t hat Gohvee r nmexnt pri

responsi bl e for t
oci al state of th
eflects a widespr
ational policies

mpact on the decl
i ther t hrough a

conomic suppotrhr
nefficient manag-e
mining transition.

B0 R R 7

Respondents segmvto naneg¢ecidetce si ons with the ¢

i nvest ment s, and economic stagnation, which e
with the role of the central administration

Local admi nirset rael dnsr e sBplamMs3i% | @f b1y ei snpdoi ncdaet ni t nsg,
di ssatisfaction with how | ocal nvesbmeoées havtvea
This perception bcyant hbee deixfpfliaciunetdy of | ocal gove
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NGOs are perceived as having a minor role in in
(1.12% of redhpemdenmdtys) ndicate | ow visibility o
community or a perception that the problems o
government and | ocal | evel, rather than initiaf

consider

The perception of t h
centr al role in the
Val | ey repredomi nant |
aut hovroirtiieenst ed wlh ieaevh
t hat t he popul ati on

economic and soci al
dependent on t he d e
institutions and | oca
Il n conclusion, the gener al perception of the
anchored in the decisions of public authorit
Al t hough at reerceogings ti on of the role of the Eur
private sector, the majority of respondents
depends primarily on public policies and meas

30What do you think are the strRengt

O

The region's most i mpo
the responmdamnarsal ises oy
of the ambwer plerceptic
strong | ink between the
exploitation of mi ner a
but al so the potenti al
natur al resources, suc
mount ain tourism foor

exploitation.
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31 What do

devel opment

European funds (33.13%) andamaétcaosidgredvesd
factors that can stimulate the region's econo

perception of dependence on external resource
I n thirdupparcting the | ocal busi heg®l eghit s on]
i mportance of strengthening regi onal entrepr
sustainability

32What do you thi

l t d entertainment Strtl.‘lggnle ) i darkness
isolate misery mining

disaster ., g Na
retirements :

d l S l l neartljesss l@msed (ﬁOI ientation t beauty
‘ ' tremor numbnes's

qulet ur a
_stagnation«. 12 1sadvantage

restlessness I~ >

w a i

v ] z |

[ [ 9 o o : —

-3 E 8 51 -
Qv g % o
(o . * 2 me
g 9o disinterest 20 L=
wna o " () 2
= 13 ~ pain nees gray ct
J o o disease nger r—j{g

limitation >

Fi gemo 4:Perception of respondethtesobnnhekxheof the Jiu

SourTlee aut hor

The gener al perception of the Jiu Valley I n
respondent s’ answer s, reflects a prhgddamirmesnt
such as "poverty," "sadness," "depoplhaseon, "
characterisations indicate deep dissatisfactd.i
situati on, suggesting a | ack of devel opment
percepti oeinn dus tproisal decl i ne.

A ignificant proportion of t he responses e
0

appearing opportufdiht isepereaepthongens” cl os e

S i

portunities and | ack of gob%depreifvyeatcitend” ,i n’
i s

e migration of the young workforce and the

—~ =
> QT
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described by expreedsiomsnernstuclti tayg" , ol d peo
"retirelnheunst," .t he responders perceives the regi
for professional devel opment , and the |l ack of

seen as one of the key factors behind this ph

33What do you think should be

rtunities

endor resnlence t historical

progress competltlve

re1nv1gorat10n mountains O p p
spl

@ improvement

attractio

determined

. . : possibility pEERTLaS o
S t ad b 1 ]_ 1 t y reicglafﬁmg};s h O p e ylc]ie‘gczsqllzatlon4—J

=
novelty jnyvestments education ©
competence resolute regenerated o recovery professionalism C
rﬁfreshment ced adventure oo
cnhange und £ 1
) g u smile va_ug repopulated n a t u r e
hter home reinvented b=

st rong piness gratitude courage s

p ros poe rit AR afet Y

srice abundance rganshzs?gfr%%lllt nltlatlve

L

3

gunique . c empathy wonderful>

5 perspectives eptertainment o) FECOnStrUCt 10N balance _,_'

v .

E E optimistic
E “ bright

chance
landscapes b Joy t hflourishing revival  spectacular advancement PEace clean
l evolution f t
uture innovation victory

Fi gemo 5:The perception of respondents on the fut.!

SourTtTlke aut hor

The results regarding the residents'’ percepti
a clear tendency toward optimism and a desire
mo s t frequently ment i"dhroeok, Wordisvehaepmeet , "
"renai ssance, " raefdl ectto wmrgi stmthd community's de
economic and social transformation. These res
di fficulties, there is a positive vision of t
ressoces and i nvestment opportunities

The detailed analysis of the collected data t
Val | ey, characterised by significant economi
unt apped devel opment potenti al
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4 Comparative Anal ysis
A comparison between the situat-
I ndustri al regions in Romania o
practices and integrating them i
Thus, the analbywirs nomfr ktehe i n t he

essenti al t ool for under standi n
social .context

T

interviews and qualitative researclt
refl ecsingctcuohraenget 1 he twer kf orce
and emerging d@beskbopmemtdso@apear tcul
g the dynamics of tha&ndafbours map ik
i ons f oAr ktetye dred g ind m'gs afswyptewrte .t hat
the regionds history and community
Mi ni ng wafd tnovta smerne leys seem tii rad u ptarry
I dentit of the region.

y
of the transition as a oOhistoric
recognition of the mining sectorc(
Many communities in the Jiu Vall
ust a oefore, the economic transition of
rasing S y, but rather intelligently
new economic realities. Wi thout recogqiisnasy tt
future, citizens wil!/l continue to perceive t
opportunity.
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The foll owing section outlines the main | abou

1. The decl ine in the ac
mi gration of young peopl e

The massive migratitoon oo

’ cities and abroad conti
| abour market, reducing
wor ker s.

The aging waof rfkefcotrsc e k e

’especially those requi
technical expertise (
| ocksmiths).

Early rehiasemamtvi ded f i
’ for former miners, but
create a significant sk
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2. Lack of economi c
i nvest ment s

One of the biggestai
young people in Jiu
>attractiv«paiaddjwla$l
there are occasional
not di ver se or st abl
young people to stay

Many young p e ohpilgeh wshc

uni versity <choose to
’major cities in Roma

they find better S

attractive professi

opportunities

Robotics clubs and STHEMJ(i SIeieen ma,, Tvacthhn
>have become points of interest for some

real chance to Il earn modern skills. H

insufficiently supportedntad ilveecome a su

>Without a support ecosystem for entrepr
cities where they have access to networ

The creation of entr
’special fundpgs fion &
could help diversify
retain young peopl e.

Large companies hesi
’inadequate infrastru
specialised workforec

The business environment in Jiu Valley
>factors that discourage investments and
a | ess predictable economic c¢climate ca

inestors and the development of a compet

The public sector remains one of t he
i mbal ance and a high dependency on the
Asociatia pentru
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3. The |l ack ldt vad é g naneind at i
mar ket requirements

Professional retraining 1is not al i gdmeacd
programmes are formal, without real pra

.

There i S interest

renewabl eapdereqgegr gy
but projects are st
Compani esMesnucdh@ames s

investing |l ocally,
created remains | ow
Al though the University of Petrojyani an
technicatlhefrieeladrsee not enough partnershicg
the rapid integration of gradlh/lahgspiamito
with companies outside Jiu Val ey.
The | ack of rel eva ;‘

-

coll aborations wi t
emer ging i ndustrie
aduates
S

reduces gr

welplai d job in the

The UniversitypylalysPatvotahi role in reta
become a true driver of | ocal devel opme
aligning with the demands of the emergi:t
I T, roboticentrmraepgdrengutahi p could provic
opportunities within the region, thus re
existing specialisations prepare gr agluia
the | ocal | abour market, highlighting t
Asociatia pentru
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4The rise of seasonal and i nfor mal wor k, al

Many former empl oye
> and industrial sect
towarsesaasonal (cwarsk r
agriculture, intern

The number of peopl

» | egal empl oyment, Hh
many wor kearid awid ho!

contract in various _
The high mobility mdkee®aistondilf fwioec kletr st o
and | ocal invest ment s.

Additionally, many
’ the mining and ener:
pensions and are n ’
entering the workfc¢

Low salaries i narnree)\
’ attractive enough t.
give up soci al sup[:_

Young people are c !

’staying inbdc¢cauvea l
not see stteelrinme elca
opportunities.

51 nsufficiently | everaged opportunities i nf
A segment of young p "
exploriemgt e wor K iny
’ mar keting, and other :
| ack of digital [
cowor sipmges hinders
of this trend on a | &
| f t he i nfrastructudir
Val |l ey coul d become
remote worokkedrer i ng | o
attractive natural er
’ I nvestments in tourism and green eneyrgh
there is stillfonro tchoinsc.r et e pl an
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6 Resi stance to change and the community's
he T

A part of t p (
reluctant to the
’transition and re
new realities of ..
whi ch del ays
devel opment . :

The mental ity thag

the only secure

generations pers B _

difficult to accif T st
sectors as viable Source: AITD JV

Aut hor : Dan Gavri

Wi thout ap esrhsipfetctiinve and continuous edil
opportunities, the region's regeneratio

erceive the &ec

Former miner pensioners p
gni se and capita
he
t

to the neaacskurcefs t o reco
an emerging trend is t
hi stori cal | andmar ks of

need for dev
he region.

The | ack of 1l ocal initiatives to support
solutions to maintain their standard of
sufficiency through pensions and saving

vV vV V

7.The i mpact of the | ack of economic pr
| nacitndsievi dual s hi '
opportunities sui
gualifications as
professional reint
a decrease i n m
tendency towar d:
resignation
NEET (Not in Educ:
or Training) youn
' i mited access to
and the |l ack of in
as major barriers

requirememd sl oédmpl oyer s, whi ch <cal
training and the needs of the regi

There is a gap between the skills p
I
o
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Mapping | ocal stakehol ders

oyagres key actors 5

rrpower varie
company awhd cthh

. For exampl e,

ex (JVEC) has st
i n economic
energy transi tic
endence on governm

i,n s tsiutchtt iht
of Petr

Hu man resbuor cleisu Ve
di vided among actiywv
yout h, retirees, an
Their power i s | ow,
varies: vy ng peopl
have a hi i nteres
the | ack oppomt
mi gr.at e
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NoiGover nment al @
( NGOs)such as Greer
Val |l ey Society, hav
ecol ogi cal transit.i
devel opment , but tr
on external supbpbotit
i nfluence public po

aut harviet i ess g
uence over eco
i mes face d
ementing them «
[ and bureauc

The stakehol der map olJfi ut hvea lll aebyo yrr oma rdkeest ai rc | e
the influence and interest of each category,
engagement and communication strategies

Efﬁployeré |

Al N
g

ng:
+ entitiés *

5

Fi gemo.6:Local stakehol der map

SourTlee aut hor
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The table below provides a detailed analysis
Vall ey | abour market, classifying them based
analysis examines t@lké ornblhuedecvel opmeachproces
opti mal engagement and communication strategi
Tabl e2z@8bassification ofodPloovdart ert eakte hMd tdreir s
Engagemen
St akeh(Powegl ntel|Cl assi f communi c 3
strateg
They provi of ficial pi
Key they can si regula_r
Empl oy Gree Grea stakeho bl ock eco cqnsultatl
. . : invol veme
initiati: A
deci sion
They prepa Coll abor e
. . wor kf or ce,
Traini Key . through ed
. . Gree Grea influence 1
institi stakeho progr ams,
and profes .
. S meetings,
integrati
They can s Communi ca
Human Pot ent |n|_t|at_|veth_rough_ma
Smal Grea active invo direct inv
resour suppor't .
they can i n commur
changes. projects
Theyan bring Monitoring
Mi ni ma to devel oy informat.i
NGO sou Smal Smal . projects, b selectiwv
monitor .
generate op i nvol veme
they are no relevant ¢
They can re Mai nt ai ni
. constant r
Local Grez Low I nfluer i mpl ement 't hrouah in
aut hor | stakeho but the | ¢ 9 .
. and of fi
interest me ; ;
di scussi
SourTke author
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Al t hough the EuropeanMdmnhamidsm Jairsd
Economi c, Soci al and Environment al
framework for supporting the econom
strategic vi-shgrnowmd rteeel iotny.

For the Jiu Valley to become
accelerate the i mplementation
economic diversification, and ensur
retraini agdpohieciaes ual demands of t

Only through coordinated efforts be
busi nesisupgotrdred by adequate f @aann
region overcome current chall enges
residents

The analysis was kbogl thytopbbesabli sh a clear
framewor k, necessary for structuring t he re
approach, and validating or refuting assumpt:i
Jiu Valley.

Based on statistical data, interviews, and r es
the studyds initial hypotheses were confirmec
social reality in the region.

1. Economic migration, ndetrmadxt arsnalheamdaii n fact
the decline of the active population in Jiu

Hypot hesis confirmed

The collected data show that economic migrat.
i n Romania) and exEemrmomée arnf edmpiecn addwynttri es) , i
causes of Jiu Valleyds demographic decline.
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The |l ack of attracti)
i mited prospects

devel opment are the
the departure of y ou
Val | ey.
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The declining trend ¢
is further exacerbat
demographic ageing.

Additionally, poor ir
access t o guality |
significantly i nflue
mi grat e.

2. The |l imited availability of jobs in diversi:
retention and the creation of a sustainabl e

Hypot hesis confirmed

The | ack of modern and attractive industries
people, affecting their decision to remain in
The analysis i-pdieatealtbaettbrghsuch as green

and digital technologies are underdeveloped or
stable -paddwpbbs.

Wit hout a di ver si
environment , Jiu

dependentpaoind ljoow s i
sector s, prompting

opportunities el sewh
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3. The seasonal mi gration abroad contributes to
Jiu Valley, with young people preferring to w
Hypot hesis partially confirmed
Seasonal mi gration i
but i ts i mpact on t
vari es depending on
gualifications. Amon
medium or | ow | evels
a preference for sea
agriculctonrsg,ructi on,
which reduces the pr
empl oyment in the re

s phenomenon alone does not full
|l ack of | ocal opportunities and
tors contributing to high unempl o

However, t hi
|l nst ead, t he
the main fac

4 . The | ack of efficient transport connections
training programmes.

Hypot hesis confirmed

Poor transport infra
maj or obstacles to w
Jiu Valley. Weak <cot

economic centres in
across the country |
and access to emplo
oppontties.

The | ack of fast transport l inks to more dyn

Ti mi I oar a, further reduces job prospects for

transport infrastructure could hdwdoarsimamikfeit
Asociatia pentru
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5. The high | evel of economic dependence on f ¢
empl oyment motivation among young people in

Hypot hesis confirmed

a shows that in many households in J
mer minersd pensions, which reduces ¢
| abour mar ket qgui ckl y. The signific
atliovve llyocal wages discourages active
ng young peopl-paywhg aktebetateves out
guantitative study confirms that Jiu
due to the outflow of young workers to n
abroadr.edglihen faces a generational I mbal ar
people and a shrinking young wor kforce.

e

Dan GavrilnDn

I n many househol d:¢

predomi nant {bya s epde,n s iwa

empl oyment l evel s,

young peopl e. Thi s

exacerbated by a I

economic opportunit.i

| ow wages offered in
The qualitative study reveals that many | ocal
suchagarsi cul ture, construction, or HoReCa, rath
in Jiu Valley. This type of migration sustain
not contribute to a sustainable | abour market
The quantitative analysis shows that the main
sector (administration, healthcare, education
Modern i ndustries, such as technol ogy, ren
underrepdegsémmi ting economic diversification.
attracts only a small n uvnablaeurce deefd i mdaistt me retss il
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with | ocal stakeholders highlight that invest
to poor infrastructure and a | ack of skilled
of essi onal traini programmes
t always aligned Wlth | abour market
I in courses due to a lack of info
at they are not tailored to the ac
Mor eover, regarding access to training cours
gualitative study highlighted that the | ack o

l ocalities and mor e develope economic cent
it

signi fliicmintd ywor kf orce mobi l
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| \STRATEGI C RECOMMENDATI ONS REGARDI
MARKET I N THE JI U VALLEY

The | abour mar ket i n t hae pJioud oWanld, etyd ainsg euhn doepr o
decline of the mining industry, workforce migr
al ternatTlhies study corr eltahtee sJituh eVaflil redyi nEgcso nwin
and Environment al Develd@p®ménhi ghtlriagthetgiyn g2 0t 2h2e
seveadglust:ment s

Components of the
and Environment al
Strategy for <R2i0BO0Y

Proposals within the st uWwdw

[ .

The strategy propos The study indicates a sever
devel opment of tour - in these fields. Therefore,
renewabl e energy asc professional training pr og
alternatives emerging demand for skills.
The strategy incluc The study shows that these
programmes in greerC An information campaign an
digitalisation programmes are necessary.

The study highlights that
proposes the creation of md
and support centres for ent

The study highlights an urd

The strategy promot
devel opment of SMEs¢s

)¢

The strategy incluc

; C facilitate workers' access
transportation . .
i mprovement of infrastructy
The study shows that most
t he necessary skills to
The strategy suppor ~ : . .
opportunities. It is recom
t heenewabl e energy .
bet ween compani es and e d
specialised courses.

The study emphasises that
The strategy envi si primary driver of the regi
devel opment of mour rather as a complementary
di versifying economic opporf

<
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Based on the analysis conducted, the main need:

1.Creation of stable and attractive |jobs

One of the regionds primary needs remains the

that peaoownadmi c stability and encourage the acti
Attracting industri al and service sector inve
economic ecosystem. I n their absence, dapenden
empl oyment opportunities are | imited.
Supporting | ocal i nitiat

providing economic i ncen

empl oy | ocal | abour coul

economic diversification.|

regionds infrastructure m

attractiveness to strateg

The need to attract i ndustri al
sustai nablpeaiadn dj owbesl.l

oEconomic il ncentives for companies tNh
Supporting t he devel opment of | oc 8
dependence on the public sector.

2.Retaining young people and developing a

Al ongside job creation, retaining young peopl ¢
a major challenge for Jiu Valley. The | ack of
school and university graduates to sewkhetbeir

salaries and career prospects are significant

A modeedruncati on system align
current economy coul d h e
Devel oping specialisations
I T, robotics, tour i sm, and
we l | as strengthening m@aito
institutions and compani e:
graduates’ empl oyment pr os

people should be encour age
as freelancing or remote w¢

by investmentg aisn rdicgiutr &1 a

of hubs for remote workers
Creating an education system aligned
focused on green energy, | T, robotic
Asociatia pentru
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Devel oping part nceornspha npise sb eatrnwde eenduc a't

provide internships and ensure the (

Encouraging freelancing and remote

and creating hubs for remote worker g

3.Economiregeneration and di versificatio

opportunities

Anot her key aspect for the future of the rec
di versification of professional opportunities.
significant tourism potential, yet thesne r ema
touri sm, ecotouri sm, and creative industries
the | ocal economy and create new jobs. At the
be viewed solely as a challenge but Easltsaob la ss har
renewabl e energy communities, along with traipr
can offer the region a more stable eea@pmsomnd fu
providing access to fundingedocannmelvpatbuviel @ce
and competitive business environment.
A key question emerging from the studyods ana
revitalising Jimar\keaeltl:eydbBouladbouhe focus be
companies that create a high numberamd g$mdlsl, f
that contribute to a more resilient | ocal eco
be beneficial, tcheyl mwststbeatatigtica sectors suc
component manufacturing, the automotive 1 ndu
services. Further mor e, | ocal authorities need
ensur et elroomgi ob st aabtiel iat yp raenddi cctraebl e fi scal fra

Al ongsi de attracti
entrepreneur ship i
and mesli mend enterpr
provi deetmngtabil it
gl obal fmaucktewati ons
economic devel
attracting | arge
| ocal

di verse economy.
everaging natur
ourism, ecotour

upporting the e
ommunities and

v I
Q.

S crwmgs ahnd

opment .
companies in
entrepreneur shinp

ng | ar ge
i ses
y, as
and

( SMEs
S ME s

contr |

A bal an

and SN

tour i

sm
creat.

resao
ve in
on, i n
of t

and

and
transit.i
nvol vement

a l

i sm,
n
t
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Creating drbasdhgsenvir arpme nandf ore w
Il nitiatives by providing access to f

4 . Supporting employaffsedtredn Byeceoomsomi c t i

Lastly, supporting employees from sectors aff:
need for a significant portion of the popul at
the extractive | nrdealisntreggrsdatriugmylientwo tthhe | abour
the necessity for effective professional reco
I't is crucial that these ¢

sectors SO t hat retraine

empl oyment opportunities.

hiring individuals from VL\

incentivised t hrough t ax !

economic benefits. Furthe

mu s t be developed for SOC :
economic transition to en
the | abour mar ket i's both

Developing effective professional f
emerging sectors.

Creating support mechani sms for for
i ntegrate them into new economic Seg

|l ncentivising companies t hat empl o)
through tax exemptions and economic

Addi tionally, it is evident thati ntdhues trreigalo nmocd

but at the same time, it cannot depend solely

to genertagrem|l @ompmortunities

1. l nvest ments and a

environment

A cruci al step i n ren

attracting strategic i

sustainable jobs in in

potentildbébwever, t his

withweldlevel oped i nfamals

busi #fesendly enviJionm

mu st become an attra

companies, which means

0) The creation of i ndustrwhkerandompi
operate under optimal conditions.
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Providing tax incent.

empl oyment
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